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VA Handbook for Veterans and Advocates was written by a service-connected combat veteran and licensed attorney for fellow veterans and advocates who want to file a claim with the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs (“VA”) for disability compensation, health care and other benefits. Advocates and family members will also find it useful. The Handbook provides an A-to-Z
explanation of the claims process, from gathering records and speaking with accredited individuals to filing a claim for benefits and appealing improper denials. It explains the hierarchy of
veterans law, how to understand and apply decisions from the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, the significance of the M21-1 Manual, and more. VA Handbook also breaks down
the modernized appeals system that went into effect in February 2019, with a detailed look at each option that is now available to veterans in the updated appeals process. It should be
required reading for all veterans and advocates. If you are going to file a claim for VA benefits, get VA Handbook for Veterans and Advocates.This exhaustive manual is an indispensable
guide for advocates who help veterans and their families obtain benefits from the Department of Veterans Affairs. User-friendly, well-indexed, and packed with practical information, it
includes sample forms and briefs, flowcharts, checklists, citations to legal authorities, and other documents designed to streamline the claims process and save you and your veteran client
valuable time. Written by practicing lawyers at the National Veterans Legal Services Program, this manual contains valuable insight and analysis from a team of experts on the front line of
veterans law. Use their first-hand experience fighting for veterans' rights and their insider's view of the Department of Veterans Affairs to obtain the benefits your client earned. The
Veterans Benefits Manual contains dozens of effective, battle-tested advocacy tips for veterans and advocates along with all the latest developments in veterans law. 2021-2022 Edition
Editors: National Veterans Legal Services Program (NVLSP) Barton F. Stichman, Executive Director and co-founder of the National Veterans Legal Services Program Ronald B. Abrams,
Special Counsel and Former Joint Executive Director of the National Veterans Legal Services Program Richard V. Spataro, Director of Training and Publications of the National Veterans
Legal Services Program Stacy A. Tromble, Director of Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims Litigation of the National Veterans Legal Services Program The 2021-2022 edition of the Veterans
Benefits Manual has been thoroughly updated with the important developments in veterans’ law over the past year. The most significant new information in the recent edition of the
Manual has been about the Veterans Appeals Improvement and Modernization Act of 2017 (AMA), which took effect on February 19, 2019. There is updated information in the 2021-2022
edition of the Manual about how the new modernized review system has been operating in practice. Most of that information appears in Chapters 12, 13, and 16. Highlights of the other
updates include advocacy essentials such as: New advice for deciding which options to pursue to overcome BVA decisions denying legacy claims and claims subject to the new AMA system
(Sections 14.1.1 and 14.1.2); Discussion of the recent changes to VA policies and procedures due to the COVID-19 pandemic (throughout Manual); A new section about how the BVA
conducts virtual hearings (Section 13.4.3); New sections explaining why thousands of Vietnam veterans and their survivors are now entitled to millions of dollars in additional retroactive
compensation for Agent Orange-related diseases (Sections 8.10, 8.11); Discussion of the VA's revisions to the disability rating schedule for musculoskeletal conditions (Section 5.2.9); A
new section discussing the enhanced hearing procedures adopted by the Army Discharge Review Board and the thousands of Army veterans now entitled to have the Board reconsider their
less than Honorable Discharges under more liberal review standards (Section 21.3.5); A new section about how military retirees become entitled to retroactive military retired pay as a
direct result of a VA decision granting retroactive VA benefits (Section 8.12); Updated analysis of the rules governing entitlement to retroactive benefits based on service department
records being added to the VA claims file after a final claim denial (Section 8.8.9); New guidance regarding entitlement to accrued benefits to reimburse individuals who bore the expense
of a veteran's last illness or burial (Section 7.3.1.1.2); and Updates on eligibility for VA's Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers and advocacy tips for those applying for monthly
stipends (Section 10.13). Updated information about the duty to assist activities transferred from the Joint Services Records Research Center to the VA Records Research Center (Section
18.4); Advocacy tips for appealing BVA decisions that violate or improperly rely on provisions of the VA Adjudication Procedures Manual M21-1 (Section 14.5.9); Discussion of the recent
case law on extraschedular disability ratings and schedular ratings for ankylosis of joints (Sections 5.3 and 5.2.1.6);Investigates Air Force-Kaiser-Frazer Corp. C-119 aircraft production
contract cost overruns and related management improprieties.From 1972 to 1982, approximately 1,500-2,100 US Air Force Reserve personnel trained and worked on C-123 aircraft that had
formerly been used to spray herbicides in Vietnam as part of Operation Ranch Hand. After becoming aware that some of the aircraft on which they had worked had previously served this
purpose, some of these AF Reservists applied to the US Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) for compensatory coverage under the Agent Orange Act of 1991. The Act provides health care
and disability coverage for health conditions that have been deemed presumptively service-related for herbicide exposure during the Vietnam War. The VA denied the applications on the
basis that these veterans were ineligible because as non-Vietnam-era veterans or as Vietnam-era veterans without "boots on the ground" service in Vietnam, they were not covered.
However, with the knowledge that some air and wipe samples taken between 1979 and 2009 from some of the C-123s used in Operation Ranch Hand showed the presence of agent orange
residues, representatives of the C-123 Veterans Association began a concerted effort to reverse VA's position and obtain coverage. At the request of the VA, Post-Vietnam Dioxin Exposure
in Agent Orange-Contaminated C-123 Aircraft evaluates whether or not service in these C-123s could have plausibly resulted in exposures detrimental to the health of these Air Force
Reservists. The Institute of Medicine assembled an expert committee to address this question qualitatively, but in a scientific and evidence-based fashion. This report evaluates the
reliability of the available information for establishing exposure and addresses and places in context whether any documented residues represent potentially harmful exposure by
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characterizing the amounts available and the degree to which absorption might be expected. Post-Vietnam Dioxin Exposure rejects the idea that the dioxin residues detected on interior
surfaces of the C-123s were immobile and effectively inaccessible to the Reservists as a source of exposure. Accordingly, this report states with confidence that the Air Force Reservists
were exposed when working in the Operation Ranch Hand C-123s and so experienced some increase in their risk of a variety of adverse responses.The Code of Federal Regulations is the
codification of the general and permanent rules published in the Federal Register by the executive departments and agencies of the Federal Government.Special edition of the Federal
Register, containing a codification of documents of general applicability and future effect with ancillaries.The purpose of this C-123K test program was to obtain quantitative performance
data and to qualitatively evaluate stability and control characteristics. The test aircraft was a C-123B modified to the C-123K configuration by the installation of a pylon-mounted J85-GE-17
engine under each wing, an improved modulated antiskid brake system, and a Monitair angle of attack/stall warning system. Test results indicated a substantial improvement in takeoff,
climb and landing performance over the C-123B aircraft. Addition of the jet engines resulted in a drag increase corresponding to a loss of approximately 7 KIAS for the same power setting
at an aircraft gross weight of 50,000 pounds and sea level standard day conditions. In general, stability and control characteristics were similar to those of the C-123B aircraft. The air
minimum directional control speeds were below stalling speed with one jet engine inoperative and the remaining jet engine at maximum power. With one reciprocating engine inoperative,
the minimum control speed was 8 knots faster than that shown in the Flight Manual. The airspeed calibration obtained during this evaluation was significantly different from that presented
in the Flight Manual.For almost four decades, controversy has surrounded the tactical use of herbicides in Southeast Asia by the United States military. Few environmental or occupational
health issues have received the sustained international attention that has been focused on Agent Orange, the major tactical herbicide deployed in Southern Vietnam. With the opening and
establishment of normal relations between the United States and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in 1995, the time has come for a thorough re-examination of the military use of Agent
Orange and other "tactical herbicides" in Southern Vietnam, and the subsequent actions that have been taking place since their use in Vietnam. The United States Department of Defense
has had the major role in all military operations involving the use of tactical herbicides, including that of Agent Orange. This included the Department's purchase, shipment and tactical use
of herbicides in Vietnam, its role in the disposition of Agent Orange after Vietnam, its role in conducting long-term epidemiological investigations of the men of Operation RANCH HAND,
and its sponsorship of ecological and environmental fate studies. This book was commissioned by The Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Installations and Environment) with
the intent of providing documentation of the knowledge on the history, use, disposition and environmental fate of Agent Orange and its associated dioxin.
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